Writing Prompts

Complete a one page (front and back) paper for two of the following prompts……
Make sure to check your spelling and grammar usage.

Turn in your papers with your name on them to the Substitute.

If work is not turned in then it will not be graded.

There is NO makeup for this assignment.

You may not work together.

This will count as a TEST GRADE for each writing prompt !!!!!!!!!
1. Mark is a thief, but after his third burglary, he is caught by police. Write his story in first person (from Mark's point of view), omniscient point of view (the all knowing, all seeing "God-like" voice), from limited third person, switching between Mark and one of the police officers who arrest him.

2. Memories are a major force in our lives; we are our memories. Have your character make a journal entry about a particularly vivid memory she/he has. Make it as real and vivid for the reader.

3. Sometimes it's a single image that sparks a story. Have you ever seen something in your mind's eye that captured your imagination? Write about it. Make sure to include a description of all the five senses to really set the tone for your piece. Then try broadening your view of the image. Are there people there? What are they doing? Who are they? See where it takes you.

4. Describe a “first” (first apartment, first kiss, first time driving a car, first lie, first big success, first roller coaster ride, and first time in this setting). Include as many details as possible, being sure to include an aspect relating to each of the five senses.

5. Write a story that begins with a man throwing handfuls of $100 bills from a speeding car, and ends with a young girl getting hurt by her father.
6. Describe a routine or holiday ritual, using the 2nd person “you”:

For example, “You stand in the steaming kitchen with people you haven’t seen in almost a year. You wish your shirt didn’t have that tiny stain on the cuff. You wish your aunt’s laugh wasn’t quite so brittle. Feet stomp on the porch and you hurry to let your tall uncle in, forgetting to keep the dog from escaping outside…”

7. A husband and wife are meeting in a restaurant to finalize the terms of their impending divorce. Write a story from the point of view of a teenager who has just found out that their parents are getting a divorce. Be creative.
8.  Describe a memorable event, positive or negative, and how it felt to you, but do not name the feeling(s). Instead, tell how it felt in your body and mind (damp hands, metallic taste, tight throat, wobbly knees, etc.). What caused this event? What was the outcome of the event? How has this event impacted your life?
9.  Choose a moral dilemma (for example, you see someone pocket several items at a CVS; you’re in a car at night, with people you don’t know well, and the driver hits a dog that ran into the road; you learn that a friend is having unprotected sex, etc) and explain what you would do.  More importantly, explain why you would do it. What do you know about yourself that accounts for such a decision?

10. Describe the room of one of the following: a high school student about to drop out; a cashier who has just won the lottery; a faded movie star who still thinks she's famous; a paranoid person, etc (see full list of suggestions in What If? Writing Exercises for Fiction Writers). Be as detailed as possible.

